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Assistant Organist
Additional Information (to be read in conjunction with the job profile)

Music has always played a central part in the life of our church. There has been an organ here since before 1500; Handel and possibly even Mozart both played on the Schreider organ of 1727; and the Academy of St Martin in the Fields was founded here in the 1950’s by Sir Neville Marriner and the then Master of Music John Churchill. The breadth of musical activity at St Martin’s is astonishing. As well as the regular pattern of music in worship, St Martin’s hosts three lunch time concerts a week, the longest running free recital programme in the UK, and at least three evening concerts each week.

In keeping with all Church of England parishes, the Vicar is ultimately responsible for all our worship, including music. The Church Music team comprises the Director of Music, the Assistant Organist and Church Music Administrator.  The Church Music Department works closely with the whole clergy team.
The Choir of St. Martin-in-the-Fields is a group of around twenty volunteers, of a standard comparable to the best professional London church choirs, which sings at the Parish Eucharist and Choral Evensong each Sunday. This is complemented by extra seasonal services – particularly during Advent, Christmas, Holy Week and Easter; and is well known through its frequent broadcasts on BBC Radio and Television. The Choir took part in Radio 4’s Christmas morning broadcast in December 2010, as well as Radio 2’s Sunday Half Hour 70th anniversary programme and a broadcast of Jazz Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3. The Choir have recorded three CDs, 'Christmas at St. Martin-in-the-Fields' (2009) and a CD of Jazz choral music ‘Evensong in Blue’ (2011), and most recently a recording in collaboration with the National Gallery, ‘The Art of Worship’ (2011). They have recently completed a very successful tour to the USA – Minneapolis, New York, Washington and Atlanta - in May 2011.

Midweek choral provision is provided by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields. Each year the church selects ten Choral Scholars by a process of audition and interview.  They sing for Choral Eucharist and Evensong every Wednesday during term time, as well as for special services and concerts. In addition, the Choral Scholars receive an extensive programme of training in different aspects of church and choral music, and opportunities for solo performances in the lunchtime concert series.  These scholarships are a training programme investing in the development of choral singing within the wider church. Among their other activities, the Choral Scholars have recently taken part in the first live webcast of a service from St Martin’s – a Requiem Mass for All Souls – and performed a concert of solo and ensemble English music in the St Martin’s lunchtime concert series. They have sung on BBC Radio 4’s Daily Service and participated in ‘Music for Stillness’ – a concert with Dame Emma Kirkby – as well as at many of the regular musical events of Advent and Christmas. 

Organ accompaniment – Sunday Services (Choir)
10.00am
Parish Eucharist with the Choir of St Martin-in-the-Fields

With a varied hymnody (including the New English Hymnal, Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New, Sing Praise and Church Hymnary 4), a congregational communion setting, a choral anthem and motet
5.00pm
Choral Evensong with the Choir of St Martin-in-the-Fields

Traditional service of Evensong with choral canticles and anthem and two congregational hymns

6.30pm
Evening Service
The more informal evening services operate on rotation – 1st Sunday (Taize), 2nd Sunday (Bread on the Edge – A Eucharist Service), 3rd Sunday (Healing), 4th Sunday (Service of the Word), 5th Sunday (Themed service). Services on the 2nd and 5th Sunday of the month are with Choral Scholars. The Assistant Organist will be required to accompany the Choral Scholar services (2nd and 5th Sundays) and play for one other each month, in agreement with the Director of Music. These services require organ and piano accompaniment and may include worship materials from Iona and Taizé, and provide much scope for liturgical and musical creativity.
In addition to the regular schedule, and additional services for Christmas, Lent, Easter and the Patronal Festival:

· the choir sing at approximately one concert each term, for which the Assistant Organist is accompanist.

· There is an active programme of concerts outside St Martin’s and regular tours (e.g. 2010 – Ireland, 2011 – USA), for which the Assistant Organist is accompanist.
The Choir’s regular rehearsal is on a Wednesday evening from 7pm until 9pm, which the Assistant organist is expected to accompany, and, on occasions, direct.

Organ accompaniment – Wednesday Services (Choral Scholars)
The two services, Choral Eucharist and Choral Evensong, will be sung solely by the Choral Scholars. These services attract wide-ranging congregations, including many visitors from all around the world and are an important part of St Martin’s mid-week ministry to London’s West End. The current timetable each Wednesday during term is:

12.15 pm
Rehearsal

1.00 pm
Choral Eucharist

includes Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei from a choral mass 

2.00pm
Lunch break
2.45 pm
Rehearsal

3.45 pm
Break
4.15 pm
Rehearsal

5.00pm
Choral Evensong 

full traditional Book of Common Prayer Evensong: Responses, Canticles and Anthem

In addition to this weekly schedule, the Choral Scholars have the following additional commitments:

· Choral Scholars sing at one lunchtime concert each term, for which the Assistant Organist is accompanist.
· Choral Scholars sing at one 6.30pm Monday evening concert each term, for which the Assistant Organist is accompanist.

The Assistant Organist will also be expected to assist with the Choral Scholar audition and interview process.

Other Wednesday commitments

Outside term time, Choral Eucharist and Choral Evensong is sung by a vocal quartet. The Assistant Organist shares the direction/accompaniment of these with the Director of Music.

Occasional Singers

Drawn from the wider congregation, the Occasional Singers is a group of around 30, who sing at the Parish Eucharist once or twice a term.  The group is not auditioned, and all from the community are welcome to take part. The Assistant Organist is expected to both direct and administer the Occasional Singers.
Instruments

The Organ
Three-manual, mechanical action built in 1990 by J W Walker & Sons Ltd. Plans are currently underway for the overhaul and cleaning of the organ in summer 2013. It is hoped that the Assistant Organist take an active interest in the St Martin's organ renewal project, scheduled for 2013, and associated fundraising activities. 
The Chamber Organ
Built by Walkers in 1995 with three stops.
The Piano


Model D Steinway purchased in 2000.
Organ Practice

The Church is a very well used space with 26 services, 3 lunchtime concerts and 3-4 evening concerts and their rehearsals each week. This means that organ practice time is restricted to designated periods, generally 9am until 11am Monday to Saturday. The Director of Music manages these times slots to ensure that s/he and their colleagues access adequate practice time, some of which has, through necessity, to be after the church has closed for the evening (post 9.30pm on concert nights).
Office space
The Church Music Department is based in the parish office at 5 St Martin’s Place. The Assistant Organist will have access to a computer and email and telephone facilities.
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