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The Royal Parish Church of St Martin-in-the-Fields
Choral Scholarship Programme 2010/11
One Tenor and Two Bass Choral Scholars


Background


The present church was consecrated in 1726, but the first chapel to St Martin has been on the site since 1222, in the fields where the monks from Westminster Abbey worked. Music has always played a central part in the life of this famous London church. There has been an organ here since before 1500, Handel and possibly even Mozart both played on the Schreider organ of 1727; and the Academy of St Martin in the Fields was founded here in the 1950’s by Sir Neville Marriner and the then Master of Music John Churchill. Historically, many of our organists were shared with Westminster Abbey, but more recently eminent musicians such as W T Best, Arnold Goldsbrough and Martin Shaw have been organists.

Since 1990, with the installation of two new Walker organs and Steinway ‘model D’ grand piano, the introduction of a Choral Scholarship programme, and the establishment of a pattern of six or seven concerts and four choral services each week, we have seen a flowering of music, both sacred and secular. The buildings renewal project, recently completed, has provided state-of-the-art music rehearsal spaces and performer changing facilities, as well as a fully restored and enhanced church interior. St Martin’s is a high profile venue for music-making and a good place to make wider musical contacts.

Liturgical Music

St Martin-in-the-Fields maintains a full and lively programme of liturgical music. 

The Choir of St Martin-in-the-Fields is a mixed voluntary adult choir which sings at the 10am Eucharist and 5pm Choral Evensong each Sunday. The Choir comprises approximately 20 talented individuals who work to a professional standard. The Choir also has an increasingly high reputation for their many broadcasts on BBC Radio and Television
The Choral Scholars sing as a choir of 10 (SSSSAATTBB) and perform each week on a Wednesday afternoon, occasional Sundays and concerts.
The Church Music Department is led by the full-time Director of Music, who oversees the whole liturgical musical life of St Martin’s. The Director of Music is supported by a part-time Assistant Organist.
Choral Scholarships

The St Martin-in-the-Fields’ Choral Scholarships are among the most stimulating and educative choral programmes available in London. They provide an opportunity for ten singers to enjoy an intensive, focused period of training with others of a similar standard and interests and are an integral part of an exciting choral music programme. The Scholarships offer a varied and challenging experience of the whole spectrum of church music. The Scholarships provide valuable coaching in small-group choral singing, including workshops with leading church musicians throughout the year, together with involvement in concerts, outside visits, broadcasts and recordings.

Many previous Choral Scholars have gone on to join the professional choirs in London’s City churches and cathedrals around the country, or taken up further scholarships, such as at Oxford and Cambridge universities. There is also the option to continue singing at St Martin’s as part of the Choir of St Martin-in-the-Fields. The social aspect of singing as a group is also an important feature of the music making at St Martin’s. St Martin’s is a lively church in the heart of London’s West End with many different activities taking place on site. In addition to the regular weekly services, many high profile memorial and other special services are held here. Ex-scholars have also had the opportunity to return and perform in St Martin’s lunchtime concert series and to sing as deputies. 
Candidates for the tenor and bass Choral Scholarships should have a confident singing voice and good standard of sight-singing ability. An understanding of psalm chant is desirable. Enthusiasm for singing as a member of a team, together with a willingness to develop their musical talent will be determining factors in the appointment of Choral Scholars. The scholarships are open to anyone in full or part-time education, or recent graduates.
Choral Scholarship Schedule

The main focus of the scholarships is a Wednesday. The two services - a Choral Evensong and Choral Eucharist - will be sung solely by the Choral Scholars. These services attract wide-ranging congregations, including many visitors from all around the world and are an important part of St Martin’s mid-week ministry to London’s West End. The timetable each Wednesday during term will be:

12.15pm

Rehearsal

1.00pm

Choral Eucharist includes Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei from a Choral Mass 
2.00pm

Lunch
2.45pm

Rehearsal

3.45pm

Break

4.00pm

Rehearsal
5.00pm

Choral Evensong full traditional BCP Evensong with Responses, Canticles and Anthem
In addition to this weekly schedule, there are the following additional commitments:

· The Choral Scholars will sing at the 6.30pm Eucharist on the 2nd Sunday of each month, as well as the 5th Sunday of each month (as appropriate), and occasional other Sunday commitments.
· St Martin’s Community Carol Service on Tuesday 21st December
· The Choral Scholars will perform one lunchtime concert each term in the St Martin’s Lunchtime Concert Series. This will give the opportunity for individual Scholars to perform solos within a concert environment, as well as smaller-group secular repertoire.
· The Choral Scholars will occasionally join with the Choir of St Martin-in-the-Fields for concerts or services. This will provide the opportunity to sing to a high standard as part of a larger group, tackling some significant pieces of church repertoire.

· These additional dates will be signalled in writing before the start of the scholarship year and form an official part of the scholarship commitment.

Term dates 2010 / 2011



Autumn (8 weeks)
Wednesday 6 October 2010 - Wednesday 24 November 2010 (inclusive)

Spring
(13 weeks)
Wednesday 12 January 2010 - Wednesday 6 April 2011 (inclusive) 

Summer (9 weeks)
Wednesday 4 May 2011 - Wednesday 29 June 2011 (inclusive)


Honorarium


The Choral Scholarships are each worth £1200 per annum, payable in instalments at the end of each term (instalments will be proportional to the length of the term). Scholars will be expected to attend all scheduled services and rehearsals each term. For any services or rehearsals where the scholar is unable to attend, suitable advance warning must be given to the Director of Music who will arrange for a deputy. The deputy will be paid £20 per rehearsal/service which will be deducted from the total choral scholarship honorarium. Choral scholarships will be tenable for one year only, and will only be renewed in exceptional circumstances. 
Throughout the scholarship period, you will be a scholar at St Martin’s and not an employee. Nothing in this document is intended to create a relationship of employer and employee between you and St Martin-in-the-Fields.

To apply


Please complete the enclosed application form and return, along with a current CV, by Friday 3rd September 2010, to:  Martin Ford, Assistant Organist, St Martin-in-the-Fields, 6 St Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square, LONDON, WC2N 4JJ, or by email to martin.ford@smitf.org. Short-listed applicants will be asked to perform a solo piece of up to 5 minutes in length and undertake sight-reading, aural tests and a short interview.
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