For immediate release, Wednesday 15 December

St Martin-in-the-Fields secures its £14.69 million lottery funding

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) announced today, Wednesday 15 December, that St Martin-in-the-Fields, the UK’s most visited church, has secured its full HLF grant of £14.69 million for its whole-site regeneration scheme.

The HLF money was first earmarked for St Martin’s over a year ago.    £22 million, including the HLF grant, has been raised so far towards the total cost of £34m.  Enabling works are due to begin on site in January of next year, and the project is due for completion around Easter 2007.  Eric Parry Architects were appointed to design the scheme following an international competition.

Liz Forgan, Chair of the Heritage Lottery Fund, said, 
“St Martin-in-the-Fields is one of London’s most precious landmarks – from both an architectural and a humanitarian point of view.  Our grant will help open up the church for future visitors, enabling them to learn more about is inspirational history and its role in groundbreaking social care.  Once restoration work is completed, the church will provide first class new facilities which will make a huge difference to people’s lives – exactly what lottery money should be doing.”

Revd Nicholas Holtam, Vicar of St Martin’s, commented, "We are delighted to secure the HLF grant towards the renewal of St Martin's. The HLF's support has been vital in allowing us to develop a scheme which succesfully combines the site's rich architectural heritage with its lively, contemporary, socially inclusive uses. We are very much looking forward to working with the HLF to see this inspiring project brought to a successful conclusion."

Since the 13th century, St Martin-in-the-Fields has been at the heart of varied and changing communities. Today St Martin’s attracts over 700,000 visitors a year and serves an extraordinarily diverse range of people. These include congregations, vulnerable and homeless people, users of a Chinese People’s Day Centre, concert and café goers and tourists. Beyond its Anglican congregations, St Martin’s is also a place in which all people of faith can meet and pray.

The magnificent James Gibbs church, completed in 1726, is to be restored to its former glory. John Nash’s north range of buildings will be restored and internal spaces reordered to maximise space and functional flexibility. 

The boldest aspect of the design is largely taking place underground. Failing 19th century vaults which currently house many of the activities at St Martin’s – social care, rehearsal space and day centres for the Chinese community, will be replaced with modern, flexible and inspiring spaces. The underground facilities will be entered through a stunning glass entrance pavilion situated on a widened Church Path. At the east end of the site a central lightwell will provide natural light to the new facilities.

The facilities of The Connection at St Martin’s, which has over 7,000 homeless clients coming through its doors every year and is one of the largest organisations of its kind in the country, will be transformed by the regeneration project. To date, many of The Connection’s activities have taken place in these dingy underground vaults. Counselling, work and life skills courses, practical help and emotional support are all offered to assist people with re-entering society. The Connection provides a range of day and night time services for the homeless including a day centre, night centre, cafe, an advisory service, health care and a range of creativity workshops. 

Conscious of the architectural importance of the church and its historic setting St Martin's has worked closely with English Heritage, CABE (The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment), Westminster City Council, The Prince's Foundation and The Georgian Group to ensure that the proposals respect the sensitivity of the site. 

A comprehensive capital campaign is now underway, to secure the remaining funding required.

Notes to Editors

· St Martin-in-the-Fields has a professional Campaign Team in place to raise the £34m needed for the Regeneration Scheme.   £22m has been given or pledged already including the HLF grant as well as £1.25m from The Garfield Weston Foundation. The congregation of St Martin's has contributed over £200,000 signifying the strength of support that the Campaign has already gathered. 

· Information about public donations and how to give to the Regeneration Project is available on the Campaigns page at www.smitf.org
· HRH The Prince of Wales is Patron of the St Martin’s Regeneration Project.   For more information on the Prince's Foundation go to
www.princes-foundation.org 

· The Vicar, Revd Nicholas Holtam is available for interview. Please contact Colman Getty PR.

· For more information on Eric Parry Architects go to 
· " 

www.ericparryarchitects.co.uk



· The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about our diverse heritage. From our great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up our nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy. We have supported more than 15,000 projects, allocating over £3billion across the UK.

For further information about St Martin’s and for images, please contact

Truda Spruyt or Liz Sich

Colman Getty PR, Middlesex House, 34-42 Cleveland Street

London W1T 4JE

T: 020 7631 2666 F: 020 7631 2699

E: firstname@colmangettypr.co.uk
For further information about the Heritage Lottery Fund, please contact Katie Owen at HLF

T: 020 7591 6036  F: 020 7591 6270
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