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Tomoaki Suzuki wins St Martin-in-the-Fields commission for Trafalgar Square crib

Japan-born sculptor, Tomoaki Suzuki, has won the commission to create a new crib in London’s Trafalgar Square.   His design was chosen from a shortlist of five artists that included Stephen Cox, Sokari Douglas Camp, Hew Locke and Mark Wallinger, and is intended to be installed in Trafalgar Square in December 2005.

Last year, the crib that has been placed in Trafalgar Square for 

40 years, designed by Josefina de Vasconcellos, was irreparably damaged by celebrating Rugby World Cup fans.

Tomoaki Suzuki will make twelve painted limewood carvings of the most important characters in the Nativity and arrange them in a simple composition within a transparent case, illuminated by ceiling-fixed lighting units. The case will be displayed on a low plinth to enable equal accessibility by children and adults.

The figures will be a third life-size depictions of the Holy Family, a shepherd and shepherdess, the Three Kings, three animals.  The whole tableau is surmounted by a suspended Angel.  Suzuki is collaborating with fashion designer, Jessica Ogden, who is designing simple, timeless costumes for each of the characters.   All the models will represent different ethnicities - Middle Eastern, Caucasian, African, Asian. 

Suzuki submitted his ideas, with a maquette, to a panel of judges, chaired by Sir Nicholas Goodison, which included Charles Saumarez Smith, Director of the National Gallery, the Rev Nicholas Holtam, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields,  Churchwardens Andrew Caspari and Jeff Claxton, Eric Parry, Architect, Alister Warman, Principal of Byam Shaw, Central St Martins School of Art, and Vivien Lovell, Director of Modus Operandi Art Consultants who has managed the project on behalf of St Martin’s.

An exhibition featuring the models from all five shortlisted artists is currently running at St Martin-in-the-Fields until Tuesday 4 January 2005 (open 9.00am-5.00pm except during services and concerts).

Tomoaki Suzuki comments, “I am very pleased and excited to have won this commission. In my research I visited Florence and Rome, where I saw early Renaissance Nativity paintings and sculptures. I wanted to draw on this influence while at the same time making something relevant to contemporary society. I have asked the fashion designer Jessica Ogden, a graduate of the Byam Show School of Art, to design the clothes for the live models which I will then carve in wood and paint. I hope this public sculpture will be both thought provoking and enjoyable for all age groups.”

Revd Nicholas Holtam says, "This has been a fascinating competition. The quality of the five shortlisted projects made the decision exceptionally difficult.  Tomoaki Suzuki's crib is delightful. The traditional figures look fresh and contemporary. The scale is such as to invert the powers of this most monumental of London's Squares. The observer is engaged with what seems almost to be God's view of the birth of Jesus and its significance for us today. It's easy to imagine this crib becoming a feature that will focus Christmas in London for many years to come."

Sir Nicholas Goodison comments “We wanted the new crib to do more than just tell the Christmas story. We wanted it to provoke reflection, and to delve into the mystery of Jesus’s birth in the context of today’s diverse and secular world. Our five finalists put forward an extraordinary range of ideas. Their proposals were completely different from each other, which made our deliberations all the more exciting. Tomoaki Suzuki’s solution will, we believe, intrigue and fascinate visitors to the crib and all those passers-by who come to the Square with no deliberate intention of seeing it. We do hope so.”

All five artists were asked to produce ideas, including maquettes, for a sculpture of the highest artistic quality that reflects the cultural aspirations of St Martin-in-the-Fields.  It is intended to provide London with a significant new work of public art which will be installed annually in Trafalgar Square during Advent.  The church is currently raising funds to realise this; Anglo American and Coutts & Co have already agreed to give two of the Crib figures.

For 2004, art students from Central St Martins College of Art and Design were invited to design a Crib for Christmas 2004.   The chosen Crib was placed in Trafalgar Square on the second Sunday in Advent, 5th December 2004.

Regeneration at St Martin-in-the-Fields

St Martin’s is about to embark on a £34 million whole-site regeneration scheme that will improve and sustain St Martin’s church and associated buildings for another century.  Designed by Eric Parry Architects, some £21.7 million as already been raised or pledged towards the total cost of the project. This includes a major grant of £14.69 million from The Heritage Lottery Fund, recognition of the significance and worth of the project for the whole community.
The regeneration scheme will focus on:-

· A place for worship - A restored St Martin’s will continue to host 25 regular services each week, meeting the needs of both its English and Chinese-speaking congregations. 

· A place of history - As well as preserving and restoring one of Britain’s finest churches, the project will allow visitors to fully explore the brick-vaulted 18th century crypt and discover the history of St Martin’s in a new exhibition and display area. 

· A place of music & the arts - Already world famous for its music programme, St Martin’s will benefit from an impressive new rehearsal room in place of the current damp vault as well as improved concert facilities within the church itself. 

· A place for care - Social care at St Martin’s will be given new, purpose-built spaces; appropriate for the professional care that is essential to help vulnerable people rebuild their lives.

Notes to Editors

· Tomoaki Suzuki was born in Japan in 1972 and studied in Tokyo and London, receiving a diploma in Fine Art from Goldsmiths’ College, London in 1999 and a diploma in Sculpture from City & Guilds Art School in 2002. Since graduating he has participated in solo and group exhibitions in the UK, Japan, USA and Europe. He is represented by Corvi-Mora.

· Images of the winning project are available from Colman Getty.

· The five projects will be exhibited at St Martin’s until Tuesday 4th January 2005 between 9.00am and 5.00pm.  The exhibition will be closed to the public during services.

· The Crib project and the Art Commissions Programme are managed on behalf of St Martin’s by Modus Operandi Art Consultants.  www.modusoperandi-art.com
Modus Operandi is an independent organisation specialising in the commission of new art for permanent and temporary installation. Its focus is visual arts in relation to architecture and public space; artists from other artforms (poets, choreographers, musicians, writers) are also commissioned where appropriate. Modus Operandi also organises exhibitions, workshops, educational events and artists' residencies.

· St Martin-in-the-Fields attracts over 700,000 visitors a year and serves an extraordinarily diverse range of people. These include congregations, vulnerable and homeless people, users of a Chinese People’s Day Centre, concert and café goers and tourists. Beyond its Anglican congregations, St Martin’s is also a place in which all people of faith can meet and pray.

· More information about the Regeneration Project is available on the Campaigns page at www.smitf.org
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