




The first phase of the project has
remained on schedule and is
progressing at a steady pace. The
demolition work is now substantially
complete. A level platform has been
created to the east and north of the
church to allow for the concrete piling
work to begin. This will form the
structural support for the new
underground facilities and protect the
foundation of the church during the
remaining phases of the Renewal
Project.

The archaeologists from the Museum of
London Archaeology Service have
finished the majority of their work to
the north of the church and will
continue to work at the east end and
northwest corner so that the last vault
can be safely demolished just behind

the hoarding on St Martin's Place.

There have been a number of interesting
finds uncovered on site, including
twenty bodies, three of which are Saxon.
The team believe this confirms that St
Martin's location has been a sacred site
since the 7th Century and re-affirms St
Martin's role as a cultural and religious
landmark.
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Colman Getty is a leading PR
consultancy that works in the arts,
corporate campaigning and events. They
have been working with the campaign
team at St Martin-in-the-Fields for over
two years for a significantly reduced fee,
and the assistance they provide to the
Renewal Project deserves to be
recognised as a contributing factor to
the campaign's success.

Colman Getty's arts team handles some
of the country's leading arts prizes,

including the Man Booker Prize for Fiction
and The Gulbenkian Prize for museums,
galleries, and writers. They also handle
World Book Day and consumer and
trade campaigns including decibel, an
Arts Council England project to
encourage diversity in the arts. Their
commitment to St Martin's has enabled
the campaign to improve exposure for
the Renewal Project far beyond what the
campaign's own resources would allow.

Colman Getty promote the Renewal

Project through both print and
broadcast media. There have been
several items on BBC and ITV news,
feature articles and news stories in most
national newspapers, in addition to
articles in the specialist church, faith,
and architectural press. Having invested
so much in this project, they are
delighted to see the building work
underway and look forward to its
triumphant conclusion.

www.colmangetty.co.uk
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that change it, and with smiles which
touch and transcend it.”

It seems that Douglas himself has also
thought deeply about these words.
Subtitled 'prayers from the heart of
London', the beautifully written book is
truly helping to change, touch and
transcend the heart of the capital -
beginning with the corner of Trafalgar
Square which inspired it.
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Dedicated member of St Martin's,
Douglas Board, has found an innovative
way to fundraise for the Renewal Project
- by donating the proceeds from his
book of prayers, The Naked Year.

Since Douglas' book was printed in 2004,
it has raised just under £2,000 towards
the building project; a sum that grows
with each copy sold. Douglas'
generosity in donating the entire sale
price of the book, rather than just the
royalties, means that for each volume
bought the Renewal Project receives
£7.50.

A member of the congregation since
1979, Douglas and his wife Tricia
Sibbons are loyal members of St
Martin's, having been Treasurer and a
Churchwarden respectively. Douglas,
who is currently Deputy Chairman of
headhunters Saxon Bampflyde Hever,
wanted to find an original way to
support the Renewal Project. Inspired to
write a contemporary book of prayers,
Douglas compiled those he had created
for St Martin's, including the multi-faith
prayer from the service broadcast from

St Martin's on the anniversary of
September 11th. The Naked Year was the
result - marking the important dates in
the Christian calendar through
compiled reflections, thoughts and
prayers. It is a discernibly St Martin's
creation containing, amongst other
prayers, a moving reminder for
Holocaust Remembrance Day and a
sensitive exposition of human sexuality
for Gay Pride day.

Douglas certainly thinks that the
originality of the book has been the key
to its wide appeal. "I have had moving
letters from a wide range of people I
have never met, from Bishops to non-
Christians", Douglas explains. "What
churchy and non-churchy people agree
on is that it is quite unlike any other
book of prayers they have read.” 

During our fundraising campaign, it is
perhaps the book's thought for
Christian Aid Week that is most
appropriate:

"Put us to work in your world, with eyes
that see reality, with hands and minds









St Martin-in-the-Fields is a living community in a
changing world. The building project will develop

our physical accommodation needed for a long-term
continuation of the worship and work of this

church, including hospitality to visitors and the care
of homeless people.

For further information please contact us:

St Martin-in-the-Fields
Trafalgar Square, London, WC2N 4JJ

020 77661120 
campaign@smitf.org

Answers to the quiz on page 5: Q1. (b) Permission was granted and
he crossed safely. A few days later a Mr Cadman followed suit for a
wager of £25 and was also successful - though some years later the
rope snapped whilst he was attempting a similar feat in Shrewsbury
and he fell to his death. Q2. (c) Aged only 38, she was interred in the
vault despite much opposition. Q3. (all of them!) The bones
probably belonged to one of the giants who were on show locally in
the previous century.
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