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informed of fundraising progress and
the advancement of building work. We
can all look forward to the day when we
reach our £36 million goal, the project is
completed, and it is time to celebrate our
successes together!

The role of Campaign Director is shared by
Patricia Castanha and Barbara Davidson. If
you wish to contact either of them, please do so
via Helen Grearson on 020 7766 1166 or
helen.grearson@smitf.org.

Since January, we have received
remarkable support for the campaign
through the newsletter: over £21,000
from readers' donations! As well as
filling you in about the people and work
keeping the Renewal Project steaming
ahead, such a generous reaction makes
the newsletter a worthwhile
investment. Those who follow our
progress and show their support
constantly encourage us. Your feedback
also steers us in providing useful and
interesting details of the campaign.

It has been our aim for some time to
find appropriate ways to recognise those
supporters who tell us they are happy

for their gifts to be publicly
acknowledged. From now on, we will
thank all new donors in our newsletter
(providing they have given their
consent). Donations made since 1 July
2006 are credited here and all future
contributions will be listed once in the
newsletter. Gifts and standing orders
made before 30 June 2006 will be
acknowledged on the website as soon as
possible.

We feel it is important for our supporters
to know how much we value your
commitment and generosity. As the
project moves into its second phase, we
will continue to do our best to keep you

How well do you think you know St
Martin’s? Try our quick quiz and see how
many questions you can get right.

1) TRUE or FALSE? In 1734 St Martin-in-
the-Fields Vestry ordered that cushions
out on display should no longer be
made from expensive gold and silver
thread, because souvenir hunters
flocking to Gibbs' newly-built church
kept cutting the tassels off them.

2) TRUE or FALSE? In 1801 scandal hit St
Martin's when Mr Thomas Scott Smith
posed as a fake parson, conning his way
into St Martin's for a whole four
months and conducting  nine
weddings, four funerals and several
baptisms.

3) TRUE or FALSE? In order to deal with
traffic congestion, a proposal to remove
St Martin's iconic front steps was made
in 1920.

4) TRUE or FALSE? On 10th September
1729 an armed man entered the church
during evening prayers firing two
pistols at Revd Taylor who was
officiating at the service.

For more information about the history of St
Martin’s, pick up a copy of Malcolm Johnston’s
book St-Martin-in-the-Fields - available  from
the Shop in the Crypt (£20) - all proceeds go to
the Renewal Project.

(Answers on the back cover)
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Thank you!





St Martin-in-the-Fields is a living community in a
changing world. The building project will develop

our physical accommodation needed for a long-term
continuation of the worship and work of this

church, including hospitality to visitors and the care
of homeless people.

For further information please contact us:

St Martin-in-the-Fields
Trafalgar Square, London, WC2N 4JJ

020 77661120 
campaign@smitf.org

Answers to the quiz on page 3: Q1. True. Q2. False - he wasn't
exposed for six months, in which time he had conducted 16
weddings, 12 funerals and several baptisms! 9 of the couples
married by Mr Smith subsequently decided to be remarried by a
legitimate vicar. Q3. False - it was 1900. This proposal was averted by
removing the wide ledge in the centre of the old steps, adding an
extra five feet in width to the road. Q4. True - Taylor escaped
unharmed (although his surplice was singed) but local farrier, Mr
Williams, who was sitting next to the priest, was seriously
wounded. The offender, Roger Campaznol, was apprehended and
incarcerated in Newgate.

St Martin-in-the-Fields Development Trust
Registered Charity No. 1110406

Patron: HRH The Prince of Wales
Chairman: Ian Henderson CBE

Advisors: Lady Bischoff, The Earl of Cork and Orrery, Mrs Gilly Drummond DL, The Earl of Home CVO CBE,
The Archbishop of Hong Kong, The Bishop of London, Sir Neville Marriner CBE, Lady Marriner, Lady Panufnik,

John Robinson, The Lord Stevenson of Coddenham, Vice Admiral Charles Style CBE, David Tang OBE, Rabbi Mark Winer
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