






The Royal Commonwealth Society; and
our very own St Martin's staff choir!

The reception was well attended and
was a perfect opportunity to show off
the expanded and renewed Café in the
Crypt. Huge thanks go to Lodestar
Marketing who very kindly funded the
reception and helped raise a further £500
for the Renewal by selling decorative
Christmas stars to guests.

Institute, and Getty Conservation
Institute, as well as with other
organisations in the visual arts.

Getty-funded projects are also
underway at Westminster Abbey, St
Paul's Cathedral, Strawberry Hill, and
the Victoria and Albert Museum.
Elsewhere, Getty funding has supported
conservation research and treatment
projects that have transformed the vast
12th-century Nagaur Fort in
northwestern India and brought new
life to the previously darkened 16th-
century frescoes at the Pontificio
Santuario Scala Santa in Rome. In Latin
America, grants have supported visiting
professorships, academic exchanges,
and collaborative research. In the
Foundation's home city of Los Angeles,
a new initiative is helping museums,
universities, and art schools tell the
story of avant-garde art in Los Angeles
in the decades after World War II.

The Getty Foundation’s generous grant

For most visitors to St Martin's the spire
is certainly the most recognisable and
iconic feature of the church and its
conservation has always been seen as a
vital element of the Renewal Project. In
December we were delighted to be
awarded a generous Architectural
Conservation Grant of £75,000 from the
Getty Foundation in America to help
fund this crucial restoration work.

The Getty Foundation supports
individuals and institutions active in
advancing the understanding and
preservation of the visual arts in Los
Angeles and throughout the world.
Through strategic grants and
programmes, the Foundation
strengthens art history as a global
discipline, promotes interdisciplinary
conservation practice, increases access
to collections, and develops leaders in
the visual arts. The Foundation fulfills
the philanthropic mission of the Getty
Trust, working in collaboration with the
Getty Museum, Getty Research
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The campaign celebrated Christmas this
year with local friends and supporters at
the annual Community Carols Service in
church followed by a reception in the
Café in the Crypt.

The carol service is based around
involving the local community and
participants in the service this year
included; the St Martin-in-the-Fields
High School for Girls Choir, who sang an
impressive selection of contemporary
gospel carols; readers from Costain, the
London School of Economics, the
National Gallery, Anglo American and
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to St Martin's has helped to fund work
undertaken by specialist conservation
architects, Caroe & Partners, who joined
with our own architects and building
contractors to carefully and skillfully
repair cracking in the stonework of the
spire and tower. Now fully restored, the
spire and tower will not require any
further major interventions for some
eighty to one hundred years. We are very
grateful to the Getty Foundation and to
other donors whose support has
specifically funded the conservation of
the spire and tower.

For more information on The Getty
Foundation please visit  their  website:
www.getty.edu/foundation.
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on behalf of, others and would make a
wonderful gift for a friend or loved one.
A personalised certificate will also be
sent to you by email and can be issued in
the name of a friend to make a
thoughtful gift.

Most of you, our newsletter readers,
have already made valued contributions
to the Renewal of St Martin's. But please
go out and tell all your friends,
neighbours and relatives about Give
Light to St Martin's and encourage them to
enter our competition! 

We are grateful for your continuous
support and letters of encouragement
and with less than 10% of the funds left
to raise, please ask as many people as
you can to Give Light to St Martin's so we
can all bring light into the lives of those
we serve.

Many thanks,

After nearly a decade in the planning,
seven years worth of fundraising and
two years of hard slog on the building
site the Renewal of St Martin's is very
nearly complete! It is an extremely
exciting and emotional time for us as we
plan for our three-week Celebrate! Festival-
in-the-Fields and we are all looking
forward to when, with our friends and
supporters, we can enjoy the huge
achievement that will have taken place
to secure this historic building and its
vital work in the community.

It is not time yet, however, to sit back
and relax! With just under £2.5 million
still to be secured, from various sources,
we have launched Give Light to St Martin's,
a new competition that will enable
members of the public to join us in
helping to raise the final funds needed
to complete the project.

We invited leading artists, writers,
composers, politicians, celebrities and
religious leaders to write or draw a
message in support of St Martin's on a
pane of glass removed from the church
as part of the Renewal Project. We have
had a fantastic response from many
popular and high-profile celebrities,
including Bill Bryson, J K Rowling,
Joanna Lumley, Alan Titchmarsh and

Stephen Fry, and now each of their
decorated panes is available for you to
win in our special online Give Light to St
Martin's competition found at
www.givelight.smitf.org

On the website you will find a full list of
all celebrity participants, pictures of
their personalised panes and an
interactive image of St Martin's in which
each celebrity will have a dedicated
window, which can be selected to enter
the competition. Your entry will cost £10
and, if you are successful in answering a
special St Martin's related question,
your name will then be submitted into a
prize draw to win the pane of glass of
that celebrity.

Any dedicated fans of our celebrity
participants will be pleased to know
that you can enter as many times as you
like and each entry (with the correctly
answered question) will increase your
chances of winning the prize draw and
receiving your unique, hand-decorated
celebrity pane of glass.

If you would like to join the celebrities
in writing a personal message or
dedication, you can do so if you make a
donation on the Give Light website. Your
message can be made in memory of, or
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St Martin-in-the-Fields is a living community in a
changing world. The building project will develop

the physical accommodation needed for a long-term
continuation of the worship and work of this

church, including hospitality to visitors and the care
of homeless people.

For further information please contact us:

St Martin-in-the-Fields Development Trust
Trafalgar Square, London, WC2N 4JJ

020 7766 1120 
campaign@smitf.org
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