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For immediate release, Monday 1 October 2007
St Martin-in-the-Fields – Celebrities shine their light on 
St Martin’s
The Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields has reached its final stages and on Monday 1 October at 14.30 Bill Bryson will launch the ‘Give Light to St Martin’s’ public appeal.  
Supported by celebrities including Joanna Lumley, JK Rowling, Alan Titchmarsh, Sandi Toksvig, Lesley Garrett, Dame Kelly Holmes, Stephen Fry and Gordon Brown, the appeal invites donations from the public to aid St Martin-in-the-Fields’ completion of its Renewal Project. Thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund’s contribution of £15.35m and many other generous supporters, over £32 million of the total £36 million goal has already been secured.  It is hoped that the public appeal will raise at least £250,000.
Speaking about the public appeal Bill Bryson said “I don’t know of any parish church in England more beautiful, more important and more devoted to good work”.
St Martin’s Renewal Project has allowed the magnificent 18th century James Gibbs church to be restored to its former glory.  The ‘Give Light to St Martin’s’ public appeal focuses on the theme of light physically represented at St Martin’s by the Renewal Project’s installation of clear glass windows to return the church to James Gibbs’ original version, flooding the newly restored church interior with glorious light. The new entrance pavilion and lightwell, when complete in 2008 will carry this theme into the other new spaces currently being created.   The theme also, however, represents a more meaningful light, the light that St Martin’s brings to those in need and to those who are served by this landmark church.
Celebrities have shown their support by inscribing 12 x 15cms hand-made clear glass panes sharing their written or drawn message for the Renewal Project.  Members of the public who make a contribution to the appeal by sponsoring a pane of glass via the website www.givelight.smitf.org will have the opportunity to win, in a random draw, the celebrity pane featured in the window on which they choose to sponsor their own pane.

‘Give Light to St Martin’s’ website goes live today, 1 October, offering members of the public the opportunity to sponsor panes of glass, whether for themselves or as a unique gift to others. 
The Renewal Project is scheduled for completion in spring 2008.  The transformation of St Martin-in-the-Fields and its precincts is as dramatic above ground as below.  The failing 19th century vaults, condemned a hundred and fifty years ago as being unfit for the dead but used until last year by The Connection at St Martin’s to care for the homeless, as well as by the local Chinese community, have been replaced with modern, flexible and inspiring spaces.  Visitors to the church will be able to enter the new underground facilities through a stunning glass entrance pavilion situated on a widened Church Path.  A central lightwell at the east end of the site will provide more natural light to the new facilities.  
The first service in the newly restored church took place at 10.30am on Sunday 30 September.  The church’s celebrated music programme will recommence from 1 October with a lunchtime organ recital by Nicholas Danks, Director of Music at St Martin’s: ‘Flourish for an Occasion’ with music by Handel, Harris and Howells,

The brick vaulted 18th century crypt has been restored to its full volume as a single space.  At 8.00am, also on 1 October, the Les Routiers award-winning Café in the Crypt will reopen with an expanded menu, including children’s meals at weekends, half terms and holidays.  Jazz also returns to the crypt on alternate Wednesday evenings from 10 October, opening with T J Johnson’s Bourbon Kick.  For further information visit www.smitf.org
The renewal of existing buildings and the masterplan for the church precincts has been designed by Eric Parry Architects and includes:
·  a new pavilion entrance, giving public access to the foyer and crypt below, and a new lightwell on Church Path
· entirely new underground facilities housing
· extended amenities for The Connection at St Martin’s which benefits 6,500 homeless individuals a year 

· a new Bishop Ho Ming Wah Chinese Community Centre

· a new Church Hall

· a new rehearsal space for choirs and musicians 

· an enlarged and relocated Shop in the Crypt – newly sited in the foyer and accessed through the pavilion entrance

· new, contemporary living and work accommodation for clergy and church staff

Donations to the Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields can be made via the website: www.smitf.org/campaign  telephone 020 7766 1169, email campaign@smitf.org.
- Ends -
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Notes to Editors:

The Revd Nicholas Holtam, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields is available for interview
To date the ‘Give Light to St Martin’s’ public appeal has been supported by Joanna Lumley, JK Rowling, Alan Titchmarsh, Sandi Toksvig, Lesley Garrett, Gordon Brown, John Bird, Sheila Hancock, Ian Hislop, Andrew Motion, Dr Charles Saumarez Smith, Sir Clive Sinclair, Stephen Fly and Dame Kelly Holmes
Images of Bill Bryson launching the public appeal and of the Renewal Project, and key moments in the project calendar are available 

Key dates in the Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields: 

· January 2006: building work began 

· 7 September 2007: Topping Out ceremony

· 30 September 2007: the church re-opens 

· 1 October 2007: the crypt re-opens with launch of the public appeal to raise a proportion of the funds still required.  St Martin’s music programme recommences
· 4 October 2007: first evening concert by candlelight in the transformed church

· Spring 2008: The Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields concludes – hoardings will conceal elements of the site until full completion
The precincts of James Gibbs church, consecrated for worship in 1726, is a complex mix of buildings which also includes John Nash’s North Range, formerly a school and now home to The Connection at St Martin-in-the-Fields, the round-the-clock care organisation for homeless people, and underground crypts and vaults.  Eric Parry Architects’ masterplan has unified the site and created a series of uplifting spaces flexible enough to accommodate the church’s wide range of activities now and in the future.   
Since the 13th century, St Martin-in-the-Fields has been at the heart of varied and changing communities. St Martin’s attracts over 700,000 visitors a year and serves an extraordinarily diverse range of people including the congregation, vulnerable and homeless people, users of the Bishop Ho Ming Wah Chinese Community Centre, concert and café goers and tourists. Reaching beyond its Anglican congregation, St Martin’s is a place in which all people of faith can meet and pray.

HRH The Prince of Wales is Patron of the Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields
For more information on Eric Parry Architects go to www.ericparryarchitects.co.uk  and for Main Contractor the Costain Group plc www.costain.com
The Heritage Lottery Fund enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about Britain’s diverse heritage.  From supporting its great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots, or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up the nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy. It has supported more than 26,000 projects, allocating £4billion across the UK. www.hlf.org.uk.  




