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PRESS RELEASE






August 2006

For Immediate Release

Raphael Wallfisch to perform The Complete Bach Cello Suites in aid of St Martin-in-the-Fields Renewal Project

Tuesday October 17, 6.30pm – 9.30pm

St Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, London WC2 

Tickets: £25, £22, £18, £14, £6

Box Office: 020 7839 8362 or www.smitf.org
St Martin-in-the-Fields continues fundraising for its £36 million Renewal Project with a concert by the distinguished cellist Raphael Wallfisch performing the Complete Bach Cello Suites.  Widely regarded as one of the greatest challenges in the cello repertoire, it is rare to hear all six suites performed in one concert.  London born Raphael Wallfisch is internationally recognised as one of the great musicians of his generation and St Martin’s is delighted that he has generously offered to perform these masterpieces to help raise funds for the Renewal Project.
Raphael Wallfisch is a London-born cellist, descended from a family of distinguished musicians, with a prestigious worldwide performing and recording reputation.  He has played with various orchestras including the London Symphony Orchestra, Leipzig Gewandhaus, and Los Angeles Philharmonic and has been invited to participate in festivals, such as the BBC Proms, Edinburgh and Oslo.  His extensive discography for EMI, Chandos, and many others, features various concertante works and a range of British cello concertos, including Delius, Bax, and Britten. 
The money raised by Wallfisch through this concert will not only help to generate funds for extra rehearsal space for the vibrant musical life at St-Martin-in-the-Fields, but also contribute towards new worship and social care facilities for homeless people and the Central London Chinese community.  

ends

For further information, please contact Truda Spruyt or Liz Sich at Colman Getty:

020 7631 2666 / truda@colmangetty.co.uk

Notes to Editors

· St Martin-in-the-Fields, with over 350 concerts a year, is one of the busiest music venues in the country.  St Martin’s Concerts by Candlelight series is world-renowned, drawing visitors from all over the world who are attracted by St Martin’s superb acoustics, intimate and yet impressive surroundings and outstanding musicians.  Concerts take place on some Tuesdays and every Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7.30pm and include Early and Baroque Music, chamber and world music, song and piano recitals.  For more information on St Martin-in-the-Fields please go to www.smitf.org
· Raphael Wallfisch was born in London in 1953. His mother is the cellist  Anita Lasker-Wallfisch, his father is the pianist Peter Wallfisch, and his wife is the violinist Elizabeth Wallfisch. His teachers include Amaryllis Fleming, Amadeo Baldovinao and Gregor Piatigorsky, and at the age of 24 he won the Gaspar Cassado International Cello Competition in Florence. 

· St Martin-in-the-Fields has a Campaign Team in place to raise the £36m needed for the Renewal Project.   Over £26m has been given or pledged already including the HLF grant of £14.69m.  The congregation of St Martin's has contributed over £200,000 signifying the strength of support that the Renewal Project has already gathered

· Information about public donations and how to give to the Renewal Project is available on the Campaign page at www.smitf.org/campaign
· The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about the UK’sdiverse heritage. From the great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up the nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy. They have supported more than 18,000 projects, allocating over £3.3 billion across the UK.

· Images of the building project and of the existing buildings are available from St Martin-in-the-Fields

· HRH The Prince of Wales is Patron of the Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields

· The Vicar, Revd Nicholas Holtam is available for interview. Please contact Colman Getty PR.

· For more information on Eric Parry Architects go to www.ericparryarchitects.co.uk
· Images of the church and performer are available.  Please contact Helen Cocks at Helen.cocks@smitf.org or 020 7766 1130.
