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The Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields





New St Martin-in-the-Fields art commission for Trafalgar Square 

A new crib will be placed in Trafalgar Square on Sunday 10 December 2006, providing London with a significant new public art work for the Christmas season. Created by Japan-born sculptor Tomoaki Suzuki, the commission will replace Josefina de Vasconcellos’ Nativity scene that was irreparably damaged by fans celebrating England Rugby World Cup victory in 2003. 
The new crib will be blessed by the Bishop of London at a service with the choir of St Martin-in-the-Fields and The Salvation Army Band. The procession will leave from the church steps at 5.20pm, with the service beginning in the Square at 5.30pm.
The installation will comprise 11 painted limewood carvings of characters from the Nativity. The figures: Mary, Joseph, Jesus, a shepherd and shepherdess, the three kings and two animals, will be 70 cm (2ft) tall. The whole tableau will be surmounted by a suspended angel. Suzuki is collaborating with fashion designer Jessica Ogden, who has created simple, timeless costumes for each of the characters. The models represent different ethnicities - Middle Eastern, Caucasian, African and Asian. 

Continuing the St Martin-in-the-Fields 45-year tradition, the Suzuki crib will be installed annually in Trafalgar Square during Advent. The figures will be arranged in a simple composition within a transparent case 400 cm by 400 cm, illuminated by ceiling-fixed lighting units. The case will be displayed on a low plinth to allow easy visibility for adults and children alike.

Suzuki’s design was chosen from a shortlist of five artists that included Stephen Cox, Sokari Douglas Camp, Hew Locke and Mark Wallinger. His work was selected by the

St Martin-in-the-Fields Arts Advisory Panel, chaired by Sir Nicholas Goodison, which comprises: Dr Charles Saumarez Smith, Director of the National Gallery; the Revd Nicholas Holtam, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields; Churchwardens Andrew Caspari and Jeff Claxton; Ian Henderson CBE, Chairman of St Martin-in-the-Fields Development Trust; Hugh Player, CEO of St Martin-in-the-Fields Ltd; Julian Burke, Assistant Campaign Director for the Renewal Project; Eric Parry, Architect; Richard Cork, international art critic; Alister Warman, Head of College, Byam Shaw School of Art, University of the Arts, London; Revd Tom Devonshire-Jones, ‘Art and Christianity Enquiry’; and Vivien Lovell, Director of Modus Operandi Art Consultants who has managed the project on behalf of St Martin-in-the-Fields.

The new crib will provide London with a significant new artistic landmark each Christmas. The church has raised funds for the commission from a variety of sources, including Anglo American plc, Coutts & Co. and Eric Parry Architects.

Revd Nicholas Holtam of St Martin-in-the-Fields comments: ’I hope Londoners will be proud of Tomoaki Suzuki's beautiful crib and that we will enjoy having it at the heart of our city each Christmas for many years to come. In the monumental setting of Trafalgar Square it is fragile, God's love made known in the small and particular. The crib invites us to choose where we stand in relation to it. Here is a lovely and also challenging account of Christmas for us to ponder.’
…continues…

Chair of the Arts Advisory Panel, Sir Nicholas Goodison, commented: ’The decision to include contemporary works of art in the scheme for the Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields was a brilliant one. St Martin’s is one of the great landmarks of London. When the Renewal Project is completed the church will not only inspire its loyal congregation, it will also welcome and inspire visitors from all over the world, visitors of all nations and all faiths. The works of art will be part of the inspiration. The Christmas crib was the first of several artistic projects that my Panel will be giving advice on. 

‘The Panel was looking for a design that would catch the imagination of the thousands of people who will see it over the Christmas festival and one that could live against the very different iconography of Trafalgar Square and its grand proportions. Suzuki’s proposal was an inspiring one and will, we believe, provoke the essential curiosity that is the basis of thought and faith.’
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For further information and images, please contact Iliana Taliotis or Truda Spruyt at Colman Getty Consultancy T: 020 7631 2666 E: iliana@colmangetty.co.uk
Notes to Editors

Tomoaki (Tomo) Suzuki was born in Japan in 1972 and studied sculpture at Zokei University in Tokyo and then moved to the UK in 1998 and received a diploma in Fine Art from Goldsmiths College, London in 1999 before studying wood carving at City & Guilds Art School in 2002. He has participated in solo and group exhibitions in the UK, Japan, USA and Europe. He is represented by Corvi-Mora Gallery and is the recipient of a Crafts Council Development Award. www.flickr.com/people/christmascrib
The Crib project and the Art Commissions Programme are managed on behalf of St Martin-in-the-Fields by Modus Operandi Art Consultants: www.modusoperandi-art.com
Suzuki goes through a five stage process in creating each figure for the Crib:
1. Drawings from life and photos
2. Clay modelling
3. Plasters casts made from clay models
4. Using plaster casts, wooden sculptures are carved 
5. Painting each figure

St Martin-in-the-Fields has a Campaign Team in place to raise the £36m needed for the Renewal Project. Over £28m has been given or pledged already including a generous grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. For more information about how to support to the Renewal Project is available on the website at www.smitf.org/campaign
The Vicar, Revd Nicholas Holtam, and Tomoaki Suzuki are both available for interview. Please contact Colman Getty Consultancy.

