For immediate release Thursday 29th December 2005

St Martin-in-the-Fields building works to commence in the New Year

St Martin-in-the-Fields announced today that they have the go-ahead from the Heritage Lottery Fund to start on the massive building works to renew St Martin’s for the twenty-first century.

The first phase of work will create the new underground spaces that will become the entrance foyer, parish hall, music rehearsal room, Chinese People’s Day Centre, education and meetings rooms and chapel. This represents £11.8 million of the £34 million project.    Over £23m has already been raised,  £14.69 million from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  More than £1.2 million has been given by members of the St Martin’s community.  £10 million will still need to be raised whilst the work is being done.   The builders, Costain, will be on site from 9th January. 

Revd Nicholas Holtam, Vicar of St Martin’s, comments, "We are delighted to get the final go-ahead from the HLF for the exciting first phase of the project. This phase will provide a sequence of beautiful and practical spaces to serve the community, visitors and those in need. I am thrilled that Eric Parry Architects’ inspiring scheme will finally be given physical form."

Carole Souter, Director of the Heritage Lottery Fund, comments, " St Martin-in-the-Fields is a wonderful heritage project in the very heart of the capital.  What better way to see in the New Year than to see works start on a project that will combine the restoration of a wonderful building with the provision of long-awaited modern facilities the community so richly deserves." 
The boldest aspect of Eric Parry Architects’ design to renew St Martin’s is largely taking place underground. Failing 19th century vaults which currently house many of the activities at St Martin’s – social care, rehearsal space and day centres for the Chinese community - will be replaced with modern, flexible and inspiring spaces. The underground facilities will be entered through a stunning glass entrance pavilion situated on a widened Church Path. At the east end of the site, a central lightwell will provide natural light to the new facilities.

There will be minimal closure of the site’s facilities during construction. This will be enabled by temporary accommodation where necessary. The project is due for completion in early 2008.
Since the 13th century, St Martin-in-the-Fields has been at the heart of varied and changing communities. Today St Martin’s attracts over 700,000 visitors a year and serves an extraordinarily diverse range of people. These include congregations, vulnerable and homeless people, the local Chinese community, concert and café goers and tourists. Beyond its Anglican congregations, St Martin’s is also a place in which all people of faith can meet and pray.

Notes to Editors

· St Martin-in-the-Fields has a professional Campaign Team in place to raise the £34m needed for the Renewal Scheme.   Over £23m has been given or pledged already including an HLF grant of £14.69m as well as £1.25m from The Garfield Weston Foundation. 

· Information about public donations and how to give to the Renewal Project is available on the Campaigns page at www.smitf.org
· Images of the building project and of the existing building are available from St Martin-in-the-Fields

· HRH The Prince of Wales is Patron of the St Martin’s Regeneration Project.   For more information on the Prince's Foundation go to
· www.princes-foundation.org 

· The Vicar, Revd Nicholas Holtam is available for interview. Please contact Colman Getty PR.

· The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about our diverse heritage. From our great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up our nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy.    It has supported more than 15,000 projects, allocating over £3billion across the UK.

· For more information on Eric Parry Architects, go to www.ericparryarchitects.co.uk
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