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Celebrate! St Martin-in-the-Fields – whole site re-opens

Press preview: Thursday 24 April

Celebrate! Festival-in-the-Fields: 27 April – 18 May

In April 2008 St Martin-in-the-Fields on Trafalgar Square re-opens in renewed and revitalised splendour.  After nearly a decade of planning and fundraising and two years hidden behind hoardings, one of London’s most complex building projects nears completion.

The Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields, masterminded by Eric Parry Architects, has restored James Gibbs’s 18th century London landmark inside and out, and created iconic new buildings and public spaces.  
The £36 million transformation of St Martin’s has benefited from a £15.35 million award from the Heritage Lottery Fund, as well as significant contributions from many generous donors in this country, in the US, where Gibbs’s design for St Martin’s was a blueprint for church architecture, and from Hong Kong, reflecting the church’s importance to the Chinese community.  

Natural light now floods into the church, which reopened for services last September, bringing it closer to Gibbs’s original, much-imitated Baroque design.  The glorious decorative plasterwork of the ceiling has been restored; the pulpit relocated close to its original place, to improve the sightlines for congregation and audiences; and the chancel reordered to allow greater flexibility for worship and concerts.  The exterior has been completely restored and cleaned.

The finishing touch for the church itself is the installation of a new East Window, designed by artist Shirazeh Houshiary and architect Pip Horne, to replace the window installed following World War II bomb damage.  Consisting of a stainless-steel framework with beautifully etched glass panels, the new window has strong religious, spiritual and architectural resonances. Its abstract design forms a calm, still motif for contemplation and prayer. It was commissioned by the Parochial Church Council with advice from St Martin’s Arts Advisory Panel.

To the north of the church are two striking additions.  A glass pavilion on Church Path forms a sparkling entrance to the new spaces below, where the greatest transformation has taken place.  It leads down to a sequence of beautiful, fully-accessible and inspirational spaces that house the activities vital to the life of St Martin’s: The Bishop Ho Ming Wah Chinese Community Centre, the new purpose-built music rehearsal room, named after the founder of the Academy of St Martin in the Fields, Sir Neville Marriner, the Dick Sheppard Chapel and community meeting rooms.

Newly accessible via the pavilion are the Les Routiers award-winning Café in the Crypt, which has occupied its transformed home since October, the enlarged and very popular Shop in the Crypt and St Martin’s concerts box office.

Also set in the widened Church Path is a light-well that will bring daylight and ventilation to the new spaces below ground.  From its base there is a magnificent view of the restored church spire.  Engraved around the light-well is a specially commissioned poem from the Poet Laureate, Andrew Motion.

To the north of Church Path, John Nash’s terrace has been entirely cleaned and restored on the outside, as well as completely re-designed on the inside, to house The Connection at St Martin-in-the-Fields, which each year helps thousands of people in need.  For the first time, this vital social care work will be undertaken in a single, purpose-designed, flexible, modern and inspirational space.

The official re-opening of the site will be marked with a three week Festival.  Celebrate! Festival-in-the-Fields encompasses music, lectures, community days and church services to illustrate all facets of the work of St Martin’s.  

A series of church services commemorates St Martin’s links to both the local and global community, with preachers including the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Archbishop of York, the Archbishop of Hong Kong and the Bishop of London.

The Festival includes performances from the Chinese community, work on display from The Connection at St Martin’s and an ambitious music programme including a world-class early music series, “Baroque Encounters”, with performances by Ton Koopman and the Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra, as well as the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, Feinstein Ensemble and Fretwork.  The final concert will be given by the Academy of St Martin in the Fields and Choir of St Martin-in-the-Fields, conducted by Sir Neville Marriner and Nicholas Danks. 

Eric Parry, the architect whose vision has inspired the Renewal of St Martin’s, will take part in a symposium on 10th May entitled “Sacred Spaces”, in discussion with Old Testament scholar Margaret Barker and Professor Philip Sheldrake of Durham University.  St Martin’s “Discovery Day” is an opportunity for the public to explore the new or hidden spaces of the buildings.  

HRH The Prince of Wales, Patron of the Renewal of St Martin’s, comments:

“Those who built the church in the 1720s were criticised for its great expense; two hundred and eighty years later, few capital investments have been so worthwhile. The church’s openness to the world, its constant creativity and care of those in need, its international outlook and commitment to people of other faiths are of striking significance in our time.”

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams, says:

“When people come into the Church they’ll see a wonderfully restored, a wonderfully renewed and refreshed building and I’m sure they’ll see worship there that really will speak of something different and bigger; but they will also see a church building, a religious space, set in the middle of a whole cluster of services given to the community.”

The Bishop of London, Dr. Richard Chartres, says: 

“Trafalgar Square is a global crossroads. I am very proud of the work that Nick Holtam and the St Martin’s team have done to ensure that at the heart of this World Square there is vivid worship offered in a beautifully restored church with a social care unit, an educational facility and centre for Chinese Christians, all inspired by a common vision of a church that exists to serve the wider world in the spirit of Jesus Christ.”

- Ends -

For further information and images, please contact 

Truda Spruyt, Kate Wright-Morris or Sarah Watson at Colman Getty Consultancy 

Telephone 020 7631 2666, mobile 07740 725206

Email Truda@colmangetty.co.uk / Kate@colmangetty.co.uk / sarah@colmangetty.co.uk 

Notes to Editors:

The cost of the Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields is £36 million with £15.35 million coming from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Donations can still be made via St Martin’s website: www.smitf.org/campaign or telephone 020 7766 1169, email campaign@smitf.org.

The Revd Nicholas Holtam, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields, is available for interview; images of the exterior and interior of the church will also be available.

Key dates in the Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields: 

· January 2006: building work began

· 30 September 2007: the church re-opened

· 1 October 2007: the crypt re-opened and St Martin’s music programme recommenced

· Spring 2008: The Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields concludes – hoardings conceal elements of the site until full completion

Celebrate! Festival-in-the-Fields runs 27 April – 18 May, including “Baroque Encounters”, St Martin’s Festival of Early Music, from 12-16 May.  For further event details and booking information, please visit www.smitf.org.

St Martin-in-the-Fields gratefully acknowledges the following Festival sponsors:

· Allied Irish Bank (GB) – Bach Concerti for 1, 2, 3 and 4 Harpsichords performed by Ton Koopman and The Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra, Tuesday 13th May
· Ecclesiastical – Bach Cantatas performed by the Feinstein Ensemble, Thursday 15th May
· Coutts & Co – Festival Jazz Nights in the Café in the Crypt, 30th April, 7th and 14th May
The precincts of James Gibbs’ church, consecrated for worship in 1726, is a complex mix of buildings which also includes John Nash’s North Range, formerly a school and now home to The Connection at St Martin-in-the-Fields, the round-the-clock care organisation for homeless people, and underground crypts and vaults.  Eric Parry Architects’ master plan has unified the site and created a series of uplifting spaces flexible enough to accommodate the church’s wide range of activities now and in the future.   
There has been a church on the site of the present St Marin-in-the-Fields since the 13th century – possibly much earlier, as evidenced by a Roman sarcophagus found during the Renewal.  St Martin’s is at the heart of varied and changing communities, attracts over 700,000 visitors a year and serves an extraordinarily diverse range of people including the congregation, vulnerable and homeless people, users of the Bishop Ho Ming Wah Chinese Community Centre, concert and café goers and tourists. Reaching beyond its Anglican congregation, St Martin’s is a place in which all people of faith can meet and pray.

HRH The Prince of Wales is Patron of the Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields.

For more information on Eric Parry Architects see www.ericparryarchitects.co.uk and for main contractor Costain Group plc www.costain.com.

The Heritage Lottery Fund enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about Britain’s diverse heritage.  From supporting its great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots, or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up the nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy. It has supported more than 26,000 projects, allocating £4 billion across the UK. www.hlf.org.uk









