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New East Window by Shirazeh Houshiary and Pip Horne brings light to St Martin-in-the-Fields 

A new East Window designed by Shirazeh Houshiary, in collaboration with architect Pip Horne, has been installed above the altar at St Martin-in-the-Fields marking the final stage of the church’s Renewal Project and ready for its reopening on 28 April 2008. The simple design by Horne and Turner Prize nominee Houshiary will add light to the famous church, and is one of the most significant pieces of religious art commissioned in modern times.

The new artwork will replace a window installed following World War II bomb damage. Artists short-listed for this commission were briefed that proposals for the window should embody light, the aspiration which runs through the entire Renewal Project, and work in harmony with the clear glass of the other church windows. The design also had to challenge preconceptions and stimulate debate, as well as encouraging reflection and contemplation. This commission and the Art Commissions Programme are managed on behalf of St Martin-in-the-Fields by Modus Operandi Art Consultants.
Houshiary and Horne’s monochromatic composition celebrates light and is an abstract design with strong religious, spiritual and architectural resonances. The ‘warp and weft’ design of the shot peened stainless steel framework or ‘cames’ evokes the agony of the Cross, whilst the central ellipse creates an icon of contemplation. It can be seen as the light at the centre of existence, the glory of God and of the light with which He illuminates our lives; or it can be seen as universal, transcending cultures. The ellipse echoes the architectural and decorative elements within the church such as the burst of gold declaring the glory of God in the sanctuary and the oval windows on either side.

The glass, held within the stainless steel framework, is made of mouth blown clear glass panels etched on both sides with a subtle, feathery pattern, derived from Houshiary's paintings. The panels graduate from a periphery of more transparent glass to a denser, whiter centre. The ellipse itself is lightly etched, and lit in such a way as to stand out as a source of light. 

Reverend Nicholas Holtam, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields, said: “The Window is an important part of St Martin’s, as a focus at the east end of the church. Historically the Church has commissioned some of the greatest and most significant art and St Martin’s is pleased to be contributing to that tradition in the twenty-first century.” 

Of the commission, Shirazeh Houshiary said: “The brief would challenge and test any work of art. As St. John of the Cross once said 'the contemplation of works of art can sometimes encourage and sustain prayer’.”

Members of the public will be able to see the new East Window during  ‘CELEBRATE! Festival-in-the-Fields 2008’ taking place from 27 April to 18 May. This is a festival of discovery, music and church events celebrating the Renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields.The preachers at church services will include the Archbishops of Canterbury, York and Hong Kong as well as the Bishop of London. A Festival of Baroque music will bring together many of the outstanding period orchestras and ensembles of Europe, including Ton Koopman and the Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra, the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, the Feinstein Ensemble and Fretwork. 
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For more press information, please contact Sarah Watson, Kate Wright-Morris or Truda Spruyt at Colman Getty Consultancy on 020 7631 2666 or firstname@colmangetty.co.uk
The commissioning of the East Window 

The East Window was commissioned by the Parochial Church Council (PCC) with advice from St Martin’s Arts Advisory Panel. The Advisory Panel is chaired by Sir Nicholas Goodison, and currently comprises: Dr Charles Saumarez Smith, Secretary and Chief Executive of the Royal Society of Arts; the Revd Nicholas Holtam, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields; Churchwardens Andrew Caspari and Jeff Claxton; Rosalind Draper and Jane Ferguson, members of the congregation; Ian Henderson CBE, Chairman of St Martin-in-the-Fields Development Trust; Hugh Player, CEO of St Martin-in-the-Fields Ltd; Eric Parry, Architect; Richard Cork, international art critic; Alister Warman, Head of College, Byam Shaw School of Art, University of the Arts, London; Revd Tom Devonshire-Jones, ‘Art and Christianity Enquiry’; Wendy Baron, art historian, former Director of Government Art Collection; Mary Yule, ex-Deputy Director and Head of Grants at the National Art Collections Fund; and Vivien Lovell, Director of Modus Operandi Art Consultants, who has managed the project on behalf of St Martin-in-the-Fields. In addition, the PCC appointed Modus Operandi Art Consultants to advise on the art strategy and the selection of contemporary art for the church’s Renewal scheme.

www.modusoperandi-art.com
Shirazeh Houshiary and Pip Horne

Shirazeh Houshiary was born in Shiraz, Iran, moved to London in 1974 and studied at Hornsey College of Art and then Chelsea School of Art. She has shown her work extensively both nationally and internationally and her work can be found in many collections around the world. Pip Horne was born in Birmingham and studied at the Royal College of Art in the mid 1970s before establishing an architectural practice in 1983. Horne and Houshiary have collaborated on several art projects during the last ten years, including a temporary playground at Peckham School London in 2003; Breath, a white glazed brick tower in Battery Park, New York City in 2004; and Bloom, an anodised blue aluminium sculpture tower in Midtown Tokyo in  2006

An exhibition of new work by Shirazeh Houshiary will open at Lisson Gallery on 29 May 2008 

For further press information about Shirazeh Houshiary or Lisson Gallery please contact Catherine Mason at Calum Sutton PR on 020 7183 3577 or catherine@suttonpr.com



