For immediate release, 24 March 2005

At the Heart: the Past, Present and Future of St Martin-in-the-Fields – An Exhibition

Monday April 11th – Friday May 6th 2005

The Gallery in the Crypt, St Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, London WC2

Mondays to Saturdays 10am-6pm

Sundays 12noon-6pm (opening hours may vary slightly)

Admission Free

As work on an inspiring scheme to renew the world-famous St Martin-in-the-Fields and its associated buildings begins, an exhibition is opening which explores the church’s past and looks forward to its future.

The exhibition, held in the church’s own gallery space in the Crypt, tells the fascinating history of this iconic church, the people who have shaped it, and reveals the plans for its renewal. As well as the familiar James Gibbs building on the corner of Trafalgar Square, whose architecture has had an enormous influence all over the world, a huge range of activities takes place in, around and underneath the church.  St Martin’s attracts over 700,000 visitors a year and serves an extraordinarily diverse range of people. These include congregations, vulnerable and homeless people, users of a Chinese People’s Day Centre, concert and café goers and tourists. 
‘At the Heart’ looks at the ways in which St Martin’s has helped to shape the world around it architecturally, spiritually, culturally and socially, from its involvement in the foundation of charitable organisations such as Amnesty International and Shelter to its daily work with the homeless, from the influential chamber ensemble the Academy of St Martin in the Fields to its role as a community centre for the residents of Chinatown.

Plans and, for the first week only, an architectural model of Eric Parry Architects’ scheme for the renewal project will also be on display. The boldest aspect of the design is largely taking place underground. Failing 19th century vaults which currently house many of the activities at St Martin’s – social care, rehearsal space and day centres for the Chinese community, will be replaced with modern, flexible and inspiring spaces. The underground facilities will be entered through a stunning glass entrance pavilion situated on a widened Church Path. At the east end of the site a central lightwell will provide natural light to the new facilities. Above ground the existing buildings will be refurbished and refined. The church itself will be restored to its former glory.

‘At the Heart’ gives a fascinating insight into the varied work and influence of St Martin’s, whilst showing the importance of making the buildings which house it fit for service in the twenty-first century.

The exhibition is sponsored by Land Securities plc. 

Francis Salway, Group Chief Executive, says, 

"The Renewal of St Martin's buildings will deliver a fresh environment for the community and its activities, while protecting the unique heritage of this London landmark. Land Securities is pleased to support St Martin-in-the-Fields through professional expertise, advice and sponsorship."

For more information, please contact Truda Spruyt, Georgina Langdale or Liz Sich at Colman Getty PR on 020 7631 2666/07740 725206

e: truda@colmangettypr.co.uk
Notes to Editors

· St Martin-in-the-Fields is in the midst of a capital campaign to raise the £34m needed for the Regeneration Scheme.   £22m has been given or pledged already including a significant Heritage Lottery Fund grant as well as £1.25m from The Garfield Weston Foundation. The congregation of St Martin's has contributed over £200,000 signifying the strength of support that the Campaign has already gathered. 

· Information about public donations and how to give to the Regeneration Project is available on the Campaigns page at www.smitf.org
· HRH The Prince of Wales is Patron of the St Martin’s Regeneration Project.   For more information on the Prince's Foundation go to
· www.princes-foundation.org 

· The Vicar, Revd Nicholas Holtam is available for interview. Please contact Colman Getty PR.

· Images of the church and regeneration plans are available from Colman Getty PR

· For more information on Eric Parry Architects, go to www.ericparryarchitects.co.uk

