For immediate release

Jackie Chan visits St Martin-in-the-Fields

Hollywood star Jackie Chan was Guest of Honour at a private reception on Sunday 20th June at St Martin-in-the-Fields.  

Chan, in London for the premiere of his new film, Around the World in Eighty Days, was the guest of David Tang.   Both lent their support to raising £2 million for the Chinese elements of the overall Campaign to raise £34 million for the renewal of St Martin-in-the-Fields.

The Building Project, designed by Eric Parry Architects, will equip the Chinese People’s Day Centre with modern and flexible spaces. Located underground near the central lightwell, these will include a meeting room for up to 40 people, a kitchen, interview room and office accommodation. These facilities will support the local Chinese community now and into the future.

David Tang said, “We are immensely proud to have Jackie Chan, perhaps the most famous Chinese man on earth, coming to St Martin-in-the-Fields to help launch the Chinese elements of the Campaign” 

For over 40 years St Martin-in-the-Fields has been home to a lively and diverse Chinese community. The Bishop Ho Ming Wah Chinese People's Day Centre offers a variety of activities for its 200 members including advice, language classes and creative arts sessions. St Martin’s also has an active Chinese congregation and holds weekly services in Cantonese and Mandarin. The Chinese Community is an integral part of the unique mix that makes up St Martin-in-the-Fields, but its future is very much in jeopardy because of the failing state of its buildings.

The busy centre is currently located in a 19th century burial vault, beneath the church’s courtyard. Access is poor, and its users have to contend with an absence of natural light and a roof that leaks. The £34 million Building Project will provide new, purpose-built spaces for all of St Martin’s activities as well as restoring the church itself. £21.6 million has already been raised, thanks in part to the Heritage Lottery Fund.

For more information, please contact Liz Sich or Truda Spruyt at 

Colman Getty PR on 020 7631 2666/07956 612380

e: liz@colmangettypr.co.uk

Pictures of Jackie Chan’s visit are available; please contact Colman Getty PR.

